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1. 
Introduction and welcome from the Head of School 

Welcome to the School of History in UCD, one of the top 100 history departments in the world. 

  

We are delighted that you have chosen to study history, a fascinating subject taught in its full 

breadth here at UCD, Ireland’s Global University. Over the next three years you will be asked 

to learn and think critically about the past and its relationship with the present. Our objective is 

not just to teach you what happened but to encourage you to learn actively, to pose questions 

and to frame answers based on a careful consideration and evaluation of the available 

evidence. While we hope that you will always retain an interest in the study of history, we are 

also conscious that these are vitally important skills which will be of use to you in whatever walk 

of life you eventually choose to make a career. 

  

Studying history at UCD offers you the opportunity to learn about a huge variety of historical 

periods and countries, from the early medieval period to modern Europe, Asia or America. Our 

lecturers are all internationally leading scholars and, over the course of the next three years, 

you will be able to closely engage with them and their ideas in lectures, seminars, and tutorials. 

The unique breadth of courses on offer in the School of History will allow you to explore the 

history of mankind in different periods and different societies across a wide geographical span.  

  

Here in the School we are extremely proud of many things: of our large cohort of distinguished 

alumni who have made significant contributions in very different career paths both in Ireland 

and internationally and of our excellent staff and their international reputation as scholars. But 

we are always conscious that our current students are at the heart of what the School of 

History  is all about. Every year hundreds of new students come to our School who challenge 

us as teachers and demand of us that we too can challenge them to join us in the joint 

endeavour of learning. You are the latest in a long line of students who have come to UCD in 

search of an excellent and meaningful educational experience. If you seize that opportunity, 

you will leave UCD in three years time not only with a valuable qualification but also with happy 

memories and a unique skill set that will be of great use to you in your future life.  

  

We look forward to meeting you soon and to working with you over the next three years.   

  

Robert Gerwarth 

Head of School 
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2. 
Studying History At UCD: A Short Guide 
 

What is History? 

History is the study and interpretation of the past. Not only do historians seek to establish ‘what 

actually happened’, they also interpret facts. Historical interpretations are often a matter for 

disagreement. At university, students will examine the historical record, analyse different and 

rival interpretations of the past, and consider different approaches to the study of history. 

Debate and disagreement are encouraged! 

 
How will I study history at UCD? 

Students learn history in a wide variety of ways at UCD, with great emphasis placed on active 

student participation. To promote engagement with historical debates, modules have a weekly 

lecture and a weekly seminar. In the lectures, the lecturer will present general themes, 

concepts, and background material, introducing students to the subject and reading material. 

During lectures, students should take notes in order to help them focus on key issues and to 

recall material later on. Seminars are at the heart of studying History in UCD, and students are 

encouraged to participate actively in seminars. In seminars, students can present papers, 

analyse primary source documents, and discuss the arguments of other historians. Lecturers 

will often direct you to specific readings, either in the module handbooks or in the course of the 

lecture, and you must read extensively in preparation for seminars. Remember to think critically 

about the interpretations of historical issues; identifying the right question is as difficult a skill as 

providing a well-argued answer. Attendance at seminars is graded. Seminars give students the 

opportunity to develop their communication skills, which are essential in many walks of life. The 

quality of teaching and learning in the School of History has been recognized by the award of 

prizes to outstanding students and the award of teaching prizes to several members of staff. 

 

Will I study independently at UCD? 

The most important method of learning History at University is independent reading and writing. 

Students will learn how to study independently, how to conduct their own research, and how to 

communicate their own ideas and arguments in seminars and essays. By the time you have 

completed your History degree at UCD, you should be an ‘independent historian’, able to 

critique others’ arguments, analyse different types of evidence, and come to your own 

conclusions. We know what we think – we want to know what you think, what evidence you 
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have to support your arguments, and how your arguments are similar to, and different from, 

those of other historians. Most of your time will be taken up reading books and journals from 

the library and writing essays, seminar papers, and document analyses. Your module 

coordinator will provide a bibliography at the beginning of every module. If you are not sure 

about what you should read, contact your module coordinator, who will give you advice. 

 

What will I study in three years at UCD? 

To see the full range of courses on offer, see the syllabus for 2017-2018 

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Syllabus%20Long%20Version.pdf. 

The History modules at Level 1 are designed to introduce students to key skills, including essay 

writing, seminar presentations, document analysis, and research skills, to provide an overview 

of medieval, modern Irish, and modern European history, and to form a bridge between 

studying in secondary school and university. 

At Level 2, students take a variety of survey modules and more specialised modules. The 

surveys help to build up your overall historical knowledge and understanding of context, whilst 

the specialised courses provide the opportunity to learn from leading researchers in a particular 

field.  

At Level 3, students take modules in classes of just 15 students. This small class teaching is 

designed to improve students’ research and writing skills, and to allow them to study in-depth 

the area of history that most interests them.  

 

How do I register for history modules? 

The registration process for UCD undergraduate modules opens each year in August. 

Registration is through SISWeb, and the key dates surrounding the whole process can be 

found at http://www.ucd.ie/students/index.html. If you are not automatically pre-registered to 

compulsory core modules, students should register for modules according to their programme 

pathway.  

There is further information on programme pathways later in this handbook. 

 

What other subjects can I study with History? 

You can study any subject in the Arts and Human Sciences with History, with the following 

exceptions, which are timetabled at the same time as History modules: Film Studies, Greek, 

Music, Statistics, and Welsh. Certain subjects, such as Politics and English, have proved 

http://www.ucd.ie/t4cms/Syllabus%20Long%20Version.pdf
http://www.ucd.ie/students/index.html
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popular with History students in the past, but we recommend that students pursue the subjects 

of most interest to them.  

 

What careers can I pursue after completing a degree in History? 
 

So what can you do with a History degree?  

Many things is the answer. Whilst there is no single career path followed by most UCD history 

graduates, there is a wide range of possible directions that you can take after completing your 

studies. 

The skill set that you will acquire and develop  in the course of your degree – critical thinking 

and powers of analysis, problem-solving, information gathering, ability to handle and sift large 

amounts of data, proficiency in making  effective oral presentations, capacity to express ideas 

clearly in writing, producing work to deadlines, aptitude for communication  and team-work – 

are all transferable in the sense that they are useful  in a variety of walks of life. The historical 

knowledge that you will have built up may also be applicable in some careers. But even where 

it is not directly relevant, it provides you with an heightened  level of cultural awareness and a 

life-long appreciation of the legacy of the past and the importance of our collective heritage. 

Allowing for variations in economic conditions, employability prospects are good for history 

graduates. In 2014 a survey of recent UCD history graduates showed that 47% were in 

employment whilst 37% were in further education or training. (Source: UCD Career 

Development Centre). 

Some of the areas in which former students of history are now working include the following: 

 

Banking  

Insurance 

Retail sales 

Marketing 

Stockbroking 

Business and corporate management 

Pension fund management 

 

 

Politics 

Local Government 

Civil service 

 

Health services 

administration 

Education administration  

Arts administration 

Sports administration 

 

 

Teaching (primary and 

secondary) 

University teaching 

 

Archives 

Librarianship 

Heritage (museums and 

galleries) 
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Programme management 

Project management  

Event management 

Personnel 

Careers Consultancy 

 

Journalism  

(newspaper, magazine) 

TV , Radio and Media 

Publishing 

Law 

Defence forces  

Conservation 

Missions 

 

 

So the career options for history graduates are many and various. In order to help you focus 

your ideas and make your choice the School of History, in association with UCD Career 

Development Centre, offers you support and advice in a number of ways. 

 

Mentoring Scheme 

For the first time in 2015-16 UCD history students were able to participate in a  structured 

Mentoring Scheme through the School. The Scheme is designed to develop personal career 

ideas and enhance employability. It  matches  current second year history students with former 

graduates of the School of History who volunteer to act as their mentors, providing informal  

guidance, advice and support about a particular career path. It  is a great  opportunity  to get 

assistance  in your job search well in advance of  completing your degree and all who took part 

found it to be a really valuable and enjoyable experience. Following the success of the pilot 

project, the Scheme will be running again in 2017-18. Any second year student interested in 

taking part should contact either Assoc Professor Michael Staunton (Michael.staunton@ucd.ie) 

) or Dr Edward Coleman (Edward.coleman@ucd.ie).  

 

Careers Workshops 

The Career Development Centre will be holding a series of workshops for Arts students during 

semester one.  These are principally directed at final year students with the  aim of  providing  

practical advice and tips to assist your job search, from polishing your cv, to networking and 

improving your interview technique. For further  information log on to UCD Careers Connect. 

You can also have arrange a one-to-one interview with a professional careers consultant. To 

book an appointment go to http://www.ucd.ie/careers/appointments/ 

 

Can I study abroad? 

The School of History has exchange programmes with a large number of universities across 

Europe through which you can spend a year of your degree studying in another country.   

mailto:Michael.staunton@ucd.ie
mailto:Edward.coleman@ucd.ie
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Students normally go on the exchange programme between their second and third years at 

UCD.  The degree programme is thus extended to four years and the successful completion of 

a study year abroad is recognised through the award of a BA International degree.  The 

exchange programmes have proved to be enormously beneficial to the students who have 

taken advantage of them. They give you an opportunity to learn or perfect a foreign language, 

to engage with different societies, and to study different approaches to history. Students 

therefore benefit in both their degree and future employment prospects.  For further information 

see the ‘Study Abroad’ page on the School’s website.   

 

How do Leaving Cert students apply to study history at UCD? 

The CAO has a number of different entry points for students, who wish to take a degree in 

History. These are: UCD Arts (DN500), Single Subject History (DN515), and Law with History 

(DN621). Students may enter the general Arts programme and then join Single Subject History 

at Level 2. Students who enter UCD to study Single Subject History (DN515) and Law with 

History follow a distinct pathway from Level 1 in which there are separate small group modules 

as well as a number of additional initiatives (for example, field trips, site visits) throughout the 

course of their degree. For more information about these specialised degrees see 

Undergraduate Programmes/Single Subject history Major on the School’s website or contact: 

Single Subject History: Dr David Kerr (david.kerr@ucd.ie). 

Law with History: Dr Declan Downey: (declan.downey@ucd.ie)   

 

Do I need Leaving Cert History to study history at UCD? 

No. Our Level 1 modules are designed to introduce students to the study of History at 

university. Some of the most successful students of History have not studied the subject at 

Leaving Cert level. 

 

Can International Students study history? 

The School of History welcomes international students and seeks to facilitate their particular 

study needs wherever possible.  Methods of teaching and assessment vary from country to 

country so it is important for visiting students to familiarise themselves with the expectations, 

requirements and obligations in place in the School.  Much relevant information and the 

answers to many Frequently Asked Questions can be found in this handbook or via UCD’s 

International Office.  For further advice please contact the School of History Global 

Engagement Officer, Dr Conor Mulvagh (Conor.Mulvagh@ucd.ie).    

mailto:declan.downey@ucd.ie
mailto:Conor.Mulvagh@ucd.ie
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How does the School of History communicate with its students? 

Communication within the School takes place via your UCD email address, Blackboard, notice 

boards in the K corridor, where the School’s administrative office is located, and occasionally 

by letter. The School also updates its website regularly and students should keep an eye on it 

for announcements and connect with us on our Facebook and Twitter accounts. 

Matters relevant to individual modules are normally communicated via email or Blackboard.  It 

is the responsibility of students to ensure that they take note of these communications.  

 

What is Blackboard? 

Blackboard is the University’s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). All modules have their own 

Blackboard site which enables staff to share course materials with students, receive essays, 

and post announcements, amongst many other things. Once you register with UCD Computing 

Services, you will receive an e-mail account and access to Blackboard. It is essential that you 

familiarise yourself with Blackboard. For all information relating to Blackboard see 

http://www.ucd.ie/itservices/ourservices/educationaltechnologies/virtuallearning-blackboard/  or 

email: ithelpdesk@ucd.ie.   

 

What is the Staff-Student Committee? 

The School of History has a staff-student committee which meets regularly to discuss general 

issues that have arisen. There are students representatives from Level 1, 2, and 3, as well as 

one representative from Single Honours History and BCL History programmes. Graduates also 

have a representative. A student may volunteer to become a representative on the committee. 

If there is more than one volunteer for each group, then a ballot will be held. If there are no 

volunteers, the School of History may invite a student to join the Committee. 

Contact: Dr Jennifer Wellington (Jennifer.wellington@ucd.ie) 

 

How are history modules assessed? 

The School of History assesses students’ work in a number of ways, testing different skills, 

from writing essays and longer research papers to delivering presentations in seminars. For 

information on the different forms of assessment in each module, you should look at the 

module descriptors on the Curriculum Information System and at the handbooks for each 

module. There are three basic components to assessment by the School of History: seminar 

attendance, coursework and an end of semester assessment. Every module handbook will 

http://www.ucd.ie/itservices/ourservices/educationaltechnologies/virtuallearning-blackboard/
mailto:ithelpdesk@ucd.ie


School of History UCD: Student Handbook, 2017-18 

 
11 

describe in detail the manner in which the course will be examined and will set out the deadline 

for the submission of work. 

The following is the standard by which grades will be allotted for attendance: 

 A 

Excellent participation is defined as consistent, well-informed contributions to seminar 

discussions over the course of the semester;  

 B 

Good participation is defined as periodic, well-informed contributions to seminar 

discussion over the course of the semester;  

 C 

Satisfactory participation is defined as responding to questions from peers and the 

module coordinator, but failing to initiate discussion or volunteer views and analysis in 

seminar discussions;  

 D 

Poor is defined as inability to participate in seminar discussions due to lack of 

knowledge, failure to respond to questions;  

 Failure is defined as the failure to attend a minimum of 6 out of 10 seminars throughout 

the semester. 

  

Can I appeal if I am unhappy with my grade? 

In the first instance, students should contact the marker and the module coordinator, who will 

consider and explain the reasons for the grade in more depth.  Students who wish to take the 

matter further may appeal their grade through the University Appeals System.  Further details 

are available at www.ucd.ie/appeals.  

 

What is the policy on the late submission of coursework? 

Module coordinators will clearly indicate the due date(s) of coursework in the first week of the 

module generally via Blackboard and/or the module handbook. They will also make clear how 

they wish the coursework to be submitted – for example, electronically via Blackboard and a 

hard copy delivered at the end of the seminar or to their office on a certain day, for example. 

Where coursework is late due to unanticipated exceptional circumstances (illness or 

bereavement, for example), students must submit a late submission form to the School of 

http://www.ucd.ie/appeals
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History Office (K107), along with suitable evidence, such as a doctor’s certificate. Late 

submission forms must be submitted before or on the deadline. The submission of a late 

submission form does not necessarily mean that the School will accept the reason for the late 

submission of coursework as valid. Students will be notified as to the School’s decision 

regarding the extension. 

Students who are late in submitting coursework without permission for this having been granted 

will receive a penalty of two marks for each week or part thereof that the coursework is late. For 

example, a student who delivers an essay three days after the deadline would be marked down 

from a B- to a C. A student whose work is submitted eight days after the deadline will receive a 

penalty of four grades. It should be noted that coursework submitted more than two weeks late 

will not be accepted. 

 

 

What is the policy on plagiarism? 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged use of others’ work and constitutes academic fraud. 

Penalties range from the re-submission of work, which will be capped at a pass grade, to 

expulsion from the programme. When submitting coursework, all students are required to sign 

a form declaring that they have not plagiarised from other people’s work. The best way to avoid 

plagiarism is to take accurate notes and to paraphrase the words of other historians, rather 

than to copy out large chunks of text. Plagiarism can also be the result of rushed work, so 

students are advised to begin studying for their essays and other forms of coursework from the 

beginning of term. It is easy for staff to detect plagiarism, as anti-plagiarism software trawls 

databanks of previously submitted essays (at universities across the world), websites, and 

other sources to detect academic fraud. 

Contact: Dr Jennifer Wellington (Jennifer.Wellington@ucd.ie) 
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3. 

Tips on using the library, on reading and on writing 

Using the Library 

History is the study of the human past. We cannot visit it in a time machine, but we can begin to 

understand it through documents, books and web-based resources. As such, you should 

familiarise yourself with the Library immediately. Module coordinators will give students 

bibliographies at the beginning of the semester and students are expected to consult relevant 

books and articles in the library. You should learn to navigate the computerised catalogue and 

get to know the call numbers for books. These indicate their shelving areas.  

You can use the Library webpage (http://www.ucd.ie/library) to access electronic resources that 

you will find helpful in your work. UCD library also offers online tutorials on using its service. 

These can be found at www.youtube.com/user/ucdlibrary.   A useful study guide for history can 

also be found on http://libguides.ucd.ie/history 

 

Your lecturers will offer guidance as well. Remember that many sites may contain misleading 

information and you are advised to vet the accuracy of the information that you acquire online.

      

Some tips on reading and note-taking  

To study History you need to read. This takes time and requires basic skills, skills which your 

seminar work will develop. There are no short cuts, but the following tips will help: 

 Start with the basics: each module has core texts that you should buy. They will not give 

you the answers but they will provide basic information and ideas.  

 Go from the general to the particular: always begin with a general book to get the wider 

picture. 

 Move on to the detail: to back up core texts you will need to read other books and articles 

available in the library. 

 Use the table of contents and the index intelligently: it is not always necessary to read a 

book from cover to cover.  

 Make sure the information is correct: this is especially important if you are using websites.  

 Take notes: never imagine that you can just remember what is in a book, article or website. 

 Use your own words: never just copy a source word for word because this can lead to 

plagiarism 

Some tips on how to write an essay 

http://www.ucd.ie/library
http://www.youtube.com/user/ucdlibrary
http://libguides.ucd.ie/history
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Studying and reading are essential but you must also learn to express your ideas clearly and 

correctly in writing. You will fail to communicate them if they are obscured by spelling or bad 

grammar, so be accurate in both. Remember that errors cost marks. Read over your 

assignments when you have finished them and check for mistakes.  

Undergraduates must take care when writing their essays to make sure that these are of the 

length stipulated by the module coordinator and/or handbook.  Footnotes and bibliography are 

not inclusive of any stipulated word limit and students are permitted to go 10% above or 10% 

below this word limit.  Penalties will be applied if this word limit is not adhered to.   

Postgraduate students should be aware that different rules apply to their own work and should 

consult with their module coordinator accordingly. 

Every student should make use of a dictionary. To avoid constant repetition of the same words 

you are advised to consult a thesaurus as well. Moreover, many books offer guidance on 

writing English, among them Eric Partridge, Usage and Abusage: A Guide to Good English 

(Harmondsworth 1973), Robert Mohr, How to Write: Tools for the Craft (Dublin, 1998), R. L. 

Trask, The Penguin Guide to Punctuation (London, 1997), Martin Manser and Stephen Curtis, 

The Penguin Writer's Manual (London, 2002) and Lynne Truss, Eats, Shoots and Leaves 

(London, 2003).  
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4. 
How to footnote history essays 
 

History essays should use the School’s Citation style. Go to www.ucd.ie/history, click Study 

then on undergraduate programmes, then “Essays and Submissions”, then download the latest 

History Essay Citation Guide (or see below) If you wish to use the Endnote citation software 

(available on ’Software for U’ via UCD Connect) you should use the output style for American 

Historical Review. Tutors will guide you through essay citation conventions. They may seem 

complicated at first, but will soon become second nature. Remember that the main aim of 

footnote and bibliographic citation is to make the source of your information clear to you and to 

your reader. Ultimately, it will greatly enhance your learning and reading experience. 

 

Citation Style for UCD History Essays 

General Information 

History essays must be word processed (typed) and double-spaced.  

There are two main reasons for following the appropriate style:  

(1) to allow the reader easily to identify and locate your source;  

(2) to demonstrate the skill of adhering to the conventions of a particular genre of writing.  

The key points are: 

1. Use footnotes (numbered from 1) rather than endnotes or textual references  

2. Include the author’s name, the title of the work, place and date of publication, edition  if 

there is more than one, and the page number  

3. Do not include the publisher  

4. The style for the bibliography is slightly different and is discussed below 

 

Books - Single Author 

Eric Richards, Britannia's Children: Emigration from England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland 

since 1600 (London, 2004), p. 45.  

Notes: The title is in italics and inverted commas are not used. The place of publication 

is the city or town - not the suburb, county or country! If you wish to cite more than one 

page, use ‘pp 45-7’. Observe the position of commas.  
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Edited collections:   

Elva Johnston, ‘Timahoe and the Loígse: monasticism?’ in Laois History and Society: 

Interdisciplinary Essays on the History of an Irish County, ed. Pádraig G. Lane and William 

Nolan (Dublin, 1999), p. 65.  

Pádraig G. Lane and William Nolan (eds), Laois History and Society: Interdisciplinary Essays 

on the History of an Irish County (Dublin, 1999).  

Notes: The first example is of an essay in an edited collection, the second of the entire 

book.  

Essays have inverted commas, books have italics. ‘ed.’ (with a full stop) is an 

abbreviation for ‘editor’ or ‘edited’; ‘eds’ (without a full stop) is an abbreviation for 

‘editors’.  

If there are three or more editors the convention is: Pádraig G. Lane et al., Laois 

History and Society: Interdisciplinary Essays on the History of an Irish County (Dublin, 

1999).  

 

More complicated books 

Theodor W. Adorno and Walter Benjamin, The Complete Correspondence, 1928-1940, ed. 

Henri Lonitz, trans. Nicholas Walker (Cambridge, 1999).  

Notes: Adapt as appropriate!  

 

Journal Article   

Bernard Bailyn, ‘The first British Empire: from Cambridge to Oxford’, William and Mary 

Quarterly 57, no. 3 (2000), pp 647-60.  

Notes: Like essays, the titles of articles have inverted commas, not italics. However, 

the title of the Journal has italics. Here, we include the volume, number and year of the 

publication but omit the place. Note that you should always cite in this way, even if you 

accessed the journal online or as a photocopy.  

 

Electronic Document 

http://www.victorianweb.org/technology/index.html , accessed 6 July 6, 2009. 

Notes: The key pieces of information here are the address and the date you accessed 

the site. If an author’s name is supplied, give it. This applies only to websites. Articles 

and primary sources that are available online should always be cited as hardcopy. You 

should never, for example, cite JSTOR. 
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One source cited by another 

John Cooney, John Charles McQuaid: Ruler of Catholic Ireland cited in Diarmaid Ferriter, The 

Transformation of Ireland 1900-2000 (London, 2004), p. 97. 

Notes: Always cite the source you have actually read, giving as much additional 

information as you can. Do not include Cooney in the bibliography unless you have 

actually read him. This should also be observed in the case of primary sources. 

 

Primary sources 

When primary sources are supplied by your module co-ordinator, just use the citation you are 

given. Otherwise, consult the ‘Rules for Contributors to I.H.S.’ 

 

Bibliography 

The Bibliography is the list of all the sources that have influenced the essay, not just those that 

appear in footnotes. List all these sources by author’s name in alphabetical order and, to 

facilitate this, put the surname first. Put the publication details at the end and without brackets. 

In the case of an essay or article give the page numbers that cover it in its entirety. The 

bibliography that includes all the sources cited here would look like this: 

Adorno, Theodor W., and Walter Benjamin. The Complete Correspondence, 1928-1940, edited 

by Henri Lonitz. Translated by Nicholas Walker. Cambridge, 1999. 

Bailyn, Bernard. ‘The first British Empire: from Cambridge to Oxford’. William and Mary 

Quarterly 57, no. 3 (2000), pp 647-60. 

Ferriter, Diarmaid. The Transformation of Ireland 1900-2000. London, 2004.  

Johnston, Elva. 'Timahoe and the Loígse: monasticism?'. In Laois History and Society: 

Interdisciplinary Essays on the History of an Irish County, edited by Pádraig G. Lane and 

William Nolan, pp 63-88. Dublin, 1999.  

Richards, Eric. Britannia's Children: Emigration from England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland 

since 1600. London, 2004. Victorian Web. 

 

Some Other Pointers 

Use single rather than double quotation marks. 

When you cite a source for the second time use a short form. For example, Eric  Richards, 

Britannia's Children: Emigration from England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland since 1600 

(London, 2004), p. 45 should become Richards, Britannia’s Children, p. 47. Avoid ibid. and 

op.cit.
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5. 

History Programmes and Pathways 
 

Students can follow a number of different pathways through their History degree. Students who 

are not taking History as one of their core degree subjects can also take some of the modules 

set out in this Handbook. 

 

This section sets out the pathways of study. At Stage 1 there is one core module, HIS 10390 

Creating History (5 Credits) which is required for students who wish to progress in History.  

There is only one further core module in the syllabus, HIS 31600 Debates in History (5 Credits), 

and this is considered a subject which students should take in order get a rounded historical 

education. Optional modules enable students to develop their own interests. Each optional 

module at Level 2 is worth five credits and at Level 3 is worth 10 credits. The number of credits 

in brackets refers to the credits which students must take at Levels 2 and 3 of their degree 

programme. 

 

Should you have any questions about this or any other matters related to the syllabus, please 

do not hesitate to contact the director of teaching and learning, Assoc Professor Michael 

Staunton, Director of Teaching and Learning (Michael.staunton@ucd.ie). 

 

Programme Pathways 

 

incoming Stage 2 students may take History as: 

 Joint Major in BA degree  

(25 credit pathway or 50 credits over Stages 2 and 3) 

 Single Honours subject in BA degree  

 BCL History (20 credit per academic year pathway) 

 Elective module (5 credits) for students on another degree programme 

 

Joint Major in BA degree (50 credits over Stages 2 and 3 – it is recommended that 

students take 25 credits in each academic year) 
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At Level 1, students must take HIS 10390 Creating History and at least one of the four optional 

modules but and are strongly advised to take as many modules as possible to give them a 

foundation for the further study of History.  

 

At Stage 2, Level 2 students must take five modules from the 11 on offer.  It is recommended 

that students take three from one semester and 2 from the other.    

 

At Stage 3, Level 3 students must take HIS 31600 (five credits) and two modules from the 10-

credit options on offer.  It is recommended that students take one in each semester.  

 

Single Honours Subject in BA degree 

At Level 1, students are required to take HIS 10390 Creating History, HIS 10230 Making 

History and HIS 10330 Introduction to Cultural History They must take one of the further four 

History modules at Level 1 to make up the minimum 20 credits in History required at Level 1. 

 

At Level 2, students may take between 50 and 60 credits each academic year in History. 

Students are required to take all the six modules at Levels 2 as well as the specialized Single 

Honours modules.  At Level 3 students are required to take HIS 31600 Debates in History (5 

credits) as a core module. In addition, at Level 3, students must take two modules from the ten 

credit options to make up 25 credits.  Should students require additional credits to make up the 

necessary 100 credits for the Single Honours Subject BA in History they may take HIS 32200 

Colonial Latin America (5 credits) as an additional module.  The Single Honours modules may 

change from year to year, depending on staff resources.  

Provided there are no timetable clashes, students may take extra optional modules, 

should they wish. 

 

BCL History (20 credits) 

This is a four year programme, in which students take twenty credits in History in each 

academic year. 

At Stage 1, students must take HIS 10390 and may take  any of the other level 1 History 

modules. 

At Stage 2, students must take four modules from the 11 on offer at level 2.   

At Stage 3, students must take HIS 31600 Debates and HIS 32200 Colonial Latin America and 

an optional 10 credit module. 
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At Stage 4, students may take 2 modules, adding up to a total value of 20 credits, from the 10 

credit modules on offer. These may be chosen optional modules, as well as 10 credit Level 4 

MA modules, which are open to BCL History students, provided the Director of Graduate 

Studies in the School of History and the module co-ordinator agree.
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6. 

The ECTS Credit System 
 

Five and Ten Credit Modules in history 

The modularised degree programmes at UCD use the European Credit Transfer System 

(ECTS). A credit is a way of measuring the amount of learning undertaken by a student. Under 

this system a module size of five ECTS credits is standard across the university. An exception 

to this is the new ten credit modules currently being introduced for Level Three students in 

history. All Level One and Level Two history modules are five credit modules.  

Using ECTS credits helps to ensure that all modules are similar in terms of the volume of 

learning covered and the academic demands placed on students. For more information about 

the modular system at UCD please go to https://www.myucd.ie/ 

 

How are my courses graded?  

All modularised courses will be assessed by means of letter grades and grade points. Your 

final grade for a module is used to calculate your GPA for each semester and year of study. A 

grade point is a way of converting a letter grade (A, B, C, etc) to a numerical grade. Your Grade 

Point Average (GPA) is a numerical representation of your overall academic standing at any 

point in your studies. GPA is most commonly calculated at the end of each semester and at the 

end of your degree. Your final GPA is based on modules taken at Stages 2 and 3. Modules 

taken at Stage 1, Level 1 do not count towards a student’s final GPA. 

The chart below shows the correspondence between letter grades, honour classifications and 

grade points: 

 

A+, A, A -  First Class Honours  A+ = 4.2  A = 4.0  A- = 3.8  

B+. B, B-  Second Class Honours, Grade 1  B+ = 3.6  B = 3.4  B- = 3.2  

C+, C, C-  Second Class Honours, Grade 2  C+ = 3.0  C = 2.8  C- = 2.6  

D+, D, D-  Pass  D+ = 2.4  D = 2.2  D- = 2.0  

E  Marginal Fail, may compensate  E = 1.8  

F  Fail  F = 0  
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How Do I Calculate My GPA?  

Convert the grades that you received to grade points (see above).  

In each class, multiply the number of credits for the course module by the grade points 

awarded (for example, a grade of B+ in a 5-credit module is equal to 3.6 x 5 for a total of 18 

grade points). Add up the total grade points you have received, and the total number of credits 

attempted in your classes.  

Divide the total number of grade points by the total number of credits; this is your GPA. Your 

overall GPA is also calculated each semester and posted on your transcript.  

 

A GPA Calculation Example  

A grade of B+ is 3.6 grade points.  

A module is 5 credits in UCD  

5 x 3.6 = 18 grade points for that module  

If a student takes 4 module, each worth 5 credits, and receives a B+, C-, A, and D, then 

because (5 x 3.6) + (5 x 2.6) + (5 x 4.0) + (5 x 2.2) = 62, the student has earned 62 grade 

points in total.  

4 modules worth 5 credits each equates to 20 credits in total.  

62 grade points divided by 20 credits results in a 3.1 Grade Point Average (GPA) 

 
 


